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ACTIVITY REPORT  
ON “YLC FIRST WINNER PARTICIPATED IN 

 LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TRAINING AND SHORT INTERNSHIP 
IN THE UNITED STATES” 

 
September 16-30, 2007 

 
========== 

 
I. YOUTH LEADERSHIP CHALLENGE BACKGROUND 
 
Youth Leadership Challenge (YLC) is an educational program to promote leadership among 
young people and the TV show is produced to encourage youth audience to become more 
responsible, act responsibly, generate initiatives and involve in and improve their community 
service through working with local authority. 
 
YLC was organized by Youth Council of Cambodia (YCC) and supported fund by United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) and International Republican Institute (IRI) and 
YLC consisted of eight challenges for the period of eight weeks during which all candidates 
competed to be champion. For each challenge, all candidates were given instruction and 
materials and resources support. 
 
At the end of the YLC show, only one candidate won the prize. The prize for YLC champion 
was a study-visit for two-week to the Unites States. Mr. Hing Soksan won as an YLC first 
winner and was awarded a trip to the United Sates. 
 
II. OBJECTIVE OF LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TRAINING 
 
On behalf of the YLC winner, Mr. Hing Soksan was invited to participate in the IRI customized 
leadership development training and short internship in Washington D.C. from Sep 16-30, 2007.  
 
The objective of the training includes: learning how international non-government organizations 
and non-profit organizations work, understanding the American political process, how national 
and state level legislation is created and observing free and independent press covering of 
political events.  
 
III. ACTIVITIES OF THE TRAINING 
 
- Sep 17, 2007:  
 

• Met with Mr. Anthony J. O’Donnell, minority leader (state delegate) of Maryland State 
House at Annapolis, MD. 
- He told about his work and activities and what he has done in the name of minority 

leader of Maryland State House. 
- He also told how to be a good leader. 
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• Visited the United States Naval Academy 
- Mr. Joe Robino, political science professor, guided and presented the history of the 
United States Naval Academy and other attractive places such as Memorial Hall 
(Bancroft Hall) and the Naval Academy Chapel. 

 
- Sep 18, 2007: 
 

• Made a tour and sightseeing around the Washington D.C.  
- Visited the National Air and Space Museum 
- Visited the Lincoln Monument  
- Visited World War II Monument 
- Visited the Washington Monument  
- Visited the National Archives of the United States (Constitution)  

 
- Sep 19, 2007: 
 

• Met with Mr. Chris Sands, senior fellow of Hudson Institute. 
- We talked about political situation in Cambodia and compared the democratic process 

between Cambodia and the United States. 
- He also told what Hudson Institute has been doing to provide timely analyses and 

policy recommendations to decision makers and opinion leaders around the globe. 
- In the past, Hudson scholars created the scenario-planning model that shaped modern 

defense strategy, helped the West secure victory in the Cold War, and provided the 
definitive roadmap for U.S. welfare reform. 

 
• Visited the National Zoological Park: There are lots of kinds of animals were imported 

from various countries around the world—Asian, African, and European countries. 
 
- Sep 20, 2007: 
 

• Visited the Capitol Building: during that time, we visited the chamber of the House of 
Representatives, the Rotunda, the Old Supreme Court Chamber …etc. 

 
- Sep 21, 2007: 
 

• Joined with Cambodian American people to stage a demonstration in front of the White 
House to protest Vietnamese government to free Venerable Tim Sakhorn, arrested by 
Cambodian government and sent him into the prison in Vietnam, and to stop impressing 
and persecuting Khmer Kampuchea Krom people.  

 
- Sep 24, 2007: 
 

• Participated and observed the IRI meeting—each regional representative made 
presentation what they have been doing. 
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• Met with Ms. Shannon Dorsey, Cambodia desk officer of office of Mainland Southeast 
Asia. 
- She told about her daily works on behalf of Cambodia desk officer to fortify 

diplomatic tie between American and Cambodian government. 
- We also talked about U.S government’s standing to Khmer Rough tribunal. 

 
• Met with Mr. Kyle Lemargie, program officer for Europe and Asia of IFES Democracy at 

Large. 
- He told about what IFES has been doing to be a leading international collection of 

election-studies and democracy building material in the world in order to measure and 
evaluate democratic development in dozens of countries. 

 
- Sep 25, 2007: 
 

• Met with Mr. Christopher Malagisi, grassroots coordinator of the Leadership Institute. 
- He presented the activities of Leadership Institute that has trained young people for 

effective leadership and activism in the public policy process especially the 
Leadership Institute helps its friends of liberty across America and around the world. 

- He also recommended Leadership Institute’s training courses such as grassroots 
campaign, public speaking, public relation …etc. 

 
• Met with Mr. John Knaus, senior program officer for Asia of National Endowment for 

Democracy. 
- He told about the background the NED and its function to support freedom around the 

world. With its annual congressional appropriation, it makes hundreds of grants each 
year to support pro-democracy groups in Africa, Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, 
Latin America, the Middle East, and the former Soviet Union. 

- Especially, he also encouraged me to do something to promote democracy in 
Cambodia and urged me to submit a proposal to ask NED for fund for youth’s cause 
and participation. 

  
- Sep 26, 2007: 
 

• Provided VOA an interview about YLC, activities of the trip and other issues relevant 
with Cambodian youth’s standing to royal government of Cambodia and Khmer Rough 
tribunal. 

 
• Met with Mr. Jim Burton, vice-president of Public Opinion Strategies.  

- He told about the role of survey research in political campaign such as the four 
elements of winning campaign, what is survey research, why complete a survey, ten 
reasons why you do a survey…etc. 

 
• Met with Mr. Paul Curcio, partner of Stevens Reed Curcio and Potholm. 
 

- He told about SRCP success stories in producing advertising for some of the most 
high-profit and competitive political campaigns across the country. 
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- He also presented the politics of persuasion and case studies: candidate advertising of 
governor, senator, house representative, mayor, state auditor…etc. 

 
• Met with Mr. David Larson, senior program officer for citizen participation of National 

Democratic Institute. 
- He presented about NDI activities to promote democracy and a review of political 

development in new democracies. 
- He also presented the moving people to the forefront of political participation and 

examples of NDI programs involving young people especially party poll agent 
training, support for domestic election monitoring, and support for women candidates 
in Cambodia. 

  
- Sep 27, 2007: 
 

• Met with Mr. Robert L. Bisi, vice-president of Youth Service America  
- He told what YSA has been doing to expand the impact of the youth service 

movement with communities, schools, corporations, and government. 
- He also presented that YSA is a resource center that partners with thousands of 

organizations committed to increasing the quality and quantity of volunteer 
opportunities for young people, ages 5-25, to serve locally, nationally, and globally. 
Especially, YSA has been increasing the participation of diverse youth populations in 
asset-building service and service-learning opportunities. 

 
• Met with Ms. Susan La Pierre, director of corporative giving of Youth for Tomorrow. 

- She told that Youth for Tomorrow is a residential home, private school and 
counseling center for homeless and at-risk youth in the community. These days, YFT 
serves more than 125 boys and girls at its campus near Manassas, Virginia. 

- She also guided to visit students’ activities at various classes. 
 

• Visited republican presidential forums (presidential candidates’ debate) at Baltimore, 
Maryland. 
- The primary presidential candidates debated on the Black American and their 

communities and what they can do in their communities. 
  

- Sep 28, 2007:  
 

• Met with Mr. Lorne W. Craner, president of IRI and talked about youth situation in 
Cambodia who get involve in politics, YLC winner’s trip in the U.S. and said goodbye 
before leaving for Cambodia. 

 
• Met with Mr. Paul C. Grove, clerk of subcommittee on foreign operations of U.S. Senate. 

He was former IRI first representative in Cambodia. 
- We talked about Cambodian youth activities in taking part to promote democracy in 

Cambodia. 
- We also talked about political issue and activities of opposition parties in Cambodia. 
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• Met with Mr. George F. Shevlin, staff director of U.S House Representative. 
- He told about American political process, how national and state level legislation is 

created. 
 
IV. CONCLUSION 
 
After having joined the important training, I can say that the program is very interesting and 
fruitful for the participant so far. As a youth activist, I have brought back with me a lot of things 
related to public speaking, capacity building, fundraising, leadership skills, knowledge of 
political process and transparency in government and media and how to become a socialized 
person and I will use these experiences for the sake of my country’s growth. 
 
In conclusion, the program is very important because it provided the best opportunity for me to 
gain new knowledge and learn new things related to what I abovementioned and democracy 
process in the United States. Furthermore, I had shared my experience and lesson-learned with 
other like-minded people which come from both public and private sector.  
 
Finally, I would like to raise some recommendations as follow: 
 

- IRI should organize the Youth Leadership Challenge in many countries especially in the 
countries where IRI has opened own office. 

 
- YLC winners, who will be invited to join this training, should be asked to make 

presentation on youth participation and youth situation in each country so that they can 
share their experiences and culture to each other.  

 
- All YLC winners should build up international youth network to help improve 

Millennium Development Goals of United Nations and has yearly meeting at IRI office 
in Washington D.C. United States.  

 
- IRI should motivate YLC winners by giving a job or project for him/her to do as 

internship to make youth getting involved with social activities. 
 
 
 

Mr. Hing Soksan,  
Cambodian YLC Winner 
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